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Because we were not able to vote on 
this amendment, I can not support lim-
iting debate on this bill. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 12:30 
p.m. having arrived, the Senate will 
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15 
p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:44 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m., and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. VOINOVICH). 

f 

BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2005—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 2:15 p.m. 
having arrived, the Senate will proceed 
to a vote on a motion to invoke cloture 
on S. 256. Under the previous order, the 
clerk will report the motion to invoke 
cloture. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar 
No. 14, S. 256, a bill to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code, and for other purposes. 

Bill Frist, Arlen Specter, Chuck Grass-
ley, Judd Gregg, Thad Cochran, R.F. 
Bennett, Wayne Allard, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Jeff Sessions, Trent Lott, Rick 
Santorum, John Warner, John Thune, 
Orrin Hatch, Lisa Murkowski, Mel 
Martinez, Sam Brownback. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on S. 256, the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant journal clerk called the 

roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 

any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 69, 
nays 31, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 29 Leg.] 

YEAS—69 

Alexander 
Allard 
Allen 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bond 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burns 
Burr 
Byrd 
Carper 
Chafee 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 

Conrad 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
DeMint 
DeWine 
Dole 
Domenici 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Frist 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 

Isakson 
Johnson 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
Martinez 
McCain 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Roberts 
Salazar 

Santorum 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 

Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Talent 

Thomas 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 

NAYS—31 

Akaka 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Cantwell 
Clinton 
Corzine 
Dayton 
Dodd 
Dorgan 

Durbin 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Harkin 
Inouye 
Jeffords 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 

Mikulski 
Murray 
Obama 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Wyden 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 69, the nays are 31. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that Senator DOLE be recog-
nized for up to 15 minutes as in morn-
ing business, after which Senator JACK 
REED of Rhode Island be recognized for 
up to 10 minutes as in morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mrs. DOLE and Mr. 
REED are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Morning Business.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
COLEMAN). The Senator from Illinois. 

AMENDMENT NO. 40 WITHDRAWN 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on be-

half of Senator PRYOR, I ask unani-
mous consent amendment No. 40 be 
withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, now 
that we are postcloture, the number of 
amendments is limited, and the type of 
amendments will be limited. I have 
three pending amendments before the 
Senate relative to the bankruptcy bill. 

For those of you who have not fol-
lowed the debate on this bill, this bill 
will change the bankruptcy law in 
America. Today, many people go into 
bankruptcy court because they have no 
place to turn. They have more debt 
than they can possibly pay. 

One of the major reasons people 
reach this point in life, the No. 1 rea-
son people go to bankruptcy court is 
medical bills. Three-fourths of the peo-
ple in bankruptcy court with medical 
bill problems had health insurance 
when they were diagnosed with their 
illness. If you think, I don’t have to 
worry about bankruptcy court because 
I have health insurance, so do these 
people. What happened? They got sick. 
The bills started piling up. Maybe they 
lost their job and their health insur-
ance and couldn’t afford to pay the 
COBRA premium, which people have to 
pay once they have lost a job and 
health insurance. They gave up on 
their health insurance, and the bills 
started stacking up. It reached the 
point for these folks where they had 
nowhere to turn. They faced $50,000, 
$100,000, or $200,000 in medical bills 
they could never pay off for the rest of 
their lives. In desperation, and with 

some embarrassment, people then went 
to bankruptcy court and said: I have no 
place to turn. I just can’t do it. 

A court says: What do you owe? Give 
us all our assets. What do you have in 
checking and savings? How much is 
your home and your car worth? Fur-
niture, everything—what is it all 
worth? Where are your debts? We will 
let you walk out of bankruptcy court 
with very little left, but your debts 
will be gone. 

That happens to people. More often 
than not, medical bills drive them 
there. 

There are other reasons. You lose 
your job. How many people have you 
met in their fifties in America—I have 
met many in Illinois—who had a great 
career and a great job and lost it, then 
went out looking for a comparable job 
only to learn they were ‘‘too old for the 
market’’? There they sat, taking a job 
that paid less, trying to maintain a 
family and household that was basi-
cally financed with a higher salary not 
that long ago. In desperation, they try 
to keep things together, and it starts 
to fall apart. The debts they incurred 
when they had a good job they cannot 
handle anymore. 

What else happens to people? Some 
people live on the margins already. 
Some single mothers trying to raise 
kids are in a situation where finally 
something happens to them—a medical 
bill, an unforeseen circumstance—and 
they are stuck in bankruptcy court. 

The credit industry comes in and 
says: We have to do something about 
these payments. We have to make it 
more difficult for them to walk out of 
that bankruptcy court having given up 
their assets with their debts basically 
behind them. So the law is changed 
here in this 500-page bill written by the 
credit card industry, written by the fi-
nancial industry, to make it more dif-
ficult for a person to walk out of court 
with their debts behind them. They 
make sure in this bill that it is more 
likely for many that they will walk out 
of court still paying, on and on. As lit-
tle as $165 a month is enough to say 
that you will never be forgiven in 
bankruptcy. You will just keep paying 
and paying. The creditors will keep 
calling and calling. That is what the 
credit industry wanted. They worked 
hard for 9 years. They are going to win 
this battle. 

We came to the Senate floor and said, 
at least let us carve out some people 
who really should be treated dif-
ferently. I am sorry that the marines 
who were here earlier didn’t stick 
around. I wish they could have, I wish 
they could have heard the debate on 
the floor of the Senate when I offered 
an amendment and said: If you activate 
a guardsman or a reservist for a year 
or a year and a half and they go over to 
serve their country as they promised, 
leaving behind a restaurant or a small 
business which falls into bankruptcy 
while they are gone—and it has hap-
pened—shouldn’t we give them a break 
in bankruptcy court? For goodness’ 
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